
Design and operation of a Web Network of actors to generate a dynamic data base and a 

Map of the Labor Market in the Valparaiso Region of Chile. 

Abstract: 

The Valparaiso Region of Chile ranks nationally among the worse in terms of its unemployment 

figures.  One of the factors that affects this situation has been related to the difficulties 

encountered whenever the regional actors linked to the labor market (i.e., employers and 

workers—supply and demand—among other private and public agents), attempt to coordinate 

among themselves to generate a network that would serve as an information channel to link 

both ends. 

A project oriented to achieve such articulation, by designing and implementing a chain of ICT 

devices, is being implemented by the Sociological Research Center of the University of 

Valparaiso (U.V.). 

The project’s basic concept is to create a specialized social network (Linklab) to channel 

information onto a dynamic database which, in turn, would feed a georeferenced map of these 

two ends: supply and demand. 

To begin with, the Municipal Labor Information Offices, (of the region’s 36 continental 

municipalities, OMILs by its Spanish acronym), and other public and private agencies, are to 

transfer their own databases to the system (agreements to this end are already in progress).  

Besides, a team of students will be hired to do field surveys in order to generate related 

primary information on a face to face basis. 

The idea being that information goes directly to the database and from there to the map.  

Thus, every piece of data becomes georeferentiated instantly while being entered from 

whichever source available, including the labor social network. The latter is aimed at the 

generation of primary sources of information, and, at the same time, become the basis for the 

project self sustainability. 

In order to achieve this second objective, Linklab will have different levels of access, from a 

free-of-charge public one, to subsequent levels containing value added information, accessible 

by subscription.  These levels will include services for workers and employers—byproducts—

capitalizing on the scale economies that the field team, who will be continuously “sweeping” 

the region, will generate.  Therefore, a subscription by a given company will entitle it, for 

example, to a module in a specially designed omnibus survey at a fraction of the cost of a 

regular market survey.  Furthermore, given the proposed design, the same company will be 

generating serial reports on topics of its particular interests, which may also be uploaded to 

the overall system. 

Even though we, as a research center, are jointly working with the technical support of our 

counterpart from the Faculty of Architecture’s Geomatic Lab at the U.V., we envisage the 

contribution that both centers may be able to get from you and/or colleagues, within the 

framework of the MIT International Science and Technology Initiatives (MISTI, Chile Program), 

as being of the utmost importance to the successful attainment of our project ends. 
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